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A SCHOOL TO REMEMBER..- 


A history of Miner School: 1886-1962 


by 
Elva E,. Gaskill 


DEDICATION: To all interested persons who feel the need for 
the preservation of fact and feeling for the little red school- 
house at the corner of Miner and DeWald Streets in Fort Wayne, 
Indiana. ltt has been a landmark there for three quarters of 

a centurye 


INSPIRATION: From Omar Khayyam's "The Rubaiyat” 


"The Moving Finger writes; and, having writ, 
Moves on: Nor all your piety nor wit 

Can lure it back to cancel half a line, 

Nor all your tears wash out a word of it." 


--Fitzgerald Translation 


FOREWORD 


THE END OF AN ERA 


The closing of the school year in the spring of 1962 marks 
the end of an era in this community --Miner School will. cease to 
exist as such. It has served the people in this area for seventy- 
five years or three quarters of a century: This means that three 
full generations have besn served by this school with the added 
possibility that a fcurth generation has been touched. 


What tales coulca be told if bricks could speak, if walls 
could sing, or if blackboards covid write. Only in Fantasyland 
is this PpOSS™i9 | of course; but we have something even vetter-- 
MEMONTEG! Evervon= remembers things he has exo:ricneed or has 


been taught to chevish. “nere are the cood Lis Moneta that are 
sort of homespun end heart-warming: there are the factual cones 
that date us (rth tt or not. :. there are ee Sud. ones. tuat have 
strengthenec vs “nd mace us 2 inttie wiser; and then- there are 


the so-good--for-lacehing ones rink are born out of being (or 
having) mischievous beys o1 giggly girls. 


Selections of these memories, alive with human interest 
and couvled with the statistical information of established fact 
as herein recorded, make a history such as this. The endeavor 
is that of an interested layperson and not a Rees pees writer. 
I have aimed for authenticity of fact with regard to building 
records, enrollment figures, facuity and administrative personnel 
and the leadership and action programs cf the oarent-participation 
groupse However, shovld any discrerancies occur. it is my wish 
that they will be cailed to my attention so that correction may 
be made at least in the Mastes copies retained by me and the Fort 
Wayne Community Schvcois. 


It is my hope that all who read "A SCHCOlL TO REMEMBER" will 
find pleasure in its paces. Perhaps thoughts mentioned here will 
open agoors of pure nostaizic enjoyment as you personally re-live 
some of the associations you have had with Miner School--as a 
student. as a patron, as a commanity friend or neighbor, or as 
a staff member. 


--Elva E,. Gaskill 
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A SCHOOL TO REMEMBER. 


Chapter I: Structural Statistics 


Part 1--A Review of the Early Years 


This supplement is written specifically for those associated 
With Miner School during the last decade, Since copies of "ON 
COMMON GROUND", a previous history written in 1952, are no longer 
available, it is only fair that we review some of the basic facts 
regarding the original building, subsequent changes, additions etc. 


* The town or village of Fort Wayne was incorvorated in 1840 
with the official count of people listed as 2,080. By 1886, the 
year Miner was constructed, the town had experienced a steady 
growth and expansion and the popylation was nearing 35,000. Public 
schools already in existence (aftep a slow and difficult beginning) 
were as follows: | 


Clay School erected in 1857 
Jefferson School erected in 1858 
Hoagland School erected in 1865 
Washington School erected in 1868 
Hanna School erected in 1869 
Harmar School erected in 1870 
Bloomingdale School erected in 2871 


**Overcrowded conditions were the most constant problems of 
the day. Consequently, in June of 1886, Fred Kraft was awarded 
the eontract for the construction of three new schools--one of 
which was Miner. The other two were the Holton Avenue School 
and the Nebraska School. Hesearch provided us only with the to- 
tal cost of all three schools, wiich was fifteen thousand, eight 
hundred ninety-seven dollars and forty-one cents. ($15,897.41) 


The school located one and quarter miles south and three 
quarter miles west of the Allen County Court House was named 
for one of the city's leading businessmen at that time -- 
Byrum D, Miner. It was erected at the south west corner of De- 
Wald and Miner Streets--the latter having been named for the 
same civic leader. His daughter, Leora Miner, taught at the 
school for a few years shortly after the turn of the century. 
She was still living when the previous history was written and 
gave much valuable information for it. She died just a short 
time later. 


*Pictcrial History of Fort Wayne B. J. Griswold 
**History of Fort Wayne Schools--100 Years E. Cook in the 
Fort Wayne Journal Gazette October 23, 1921 


The original structure was a red brick single-story unit di- 
vided into four rooms. It is interesting to note that these same 
four rooms are still in use--75 years later. These are the four 
rooms at the top of the center stairs and off the large center hall, 
Each room had its own heating plant--a little pot-bellied stove. 
Coal buckets, pokers, shakers, kindling wood and blocks of fire 
wood were all standard equipment for each room. And the author 
still wonders whether the jobs of carrying out ashes or bringing in 
coal, were honorary appointments or disciplinary measures for acts 
of misconduct. . 


School board members realized that the steady growth of the 
- city might soon require a building of larger proportions to meet 
the needs of the community. Consequently, they agreed to a type 
of building that could easily have a second story added at a com- 
paratively low cost. This foresight was indeed prophetic for in 
less than eight years the district population had increased and 
demanded a bigger schoole * In 1893, a second story consisting 
of four rooms was added. Henry B, Walda was awarded the contract 
for $5 »498.00. 


The writer has been unable to authenticate what type of light- 
ing was used in the first years of its existence, However, a number 
of people interviewed were quick to tell me they remembered well 
the gas lights used in the 1890's, 


Outside restrooms were used at the school until the remodel- 
ing program of 1912. One dear little lady with a twinkle in her 
eye laughed at my question about children asking permission to 
leave the room. She laughed heartily and assured me that even 
then children still "had to go". She added that perhaps there 
was a little less travel in the winter months, but that it was 
always made up for in the spring. I asked her if she thought the 
Sears and Roebuck catalogues (suvposédly standard equipment in 
all out buildings) were the forerunners of our present day visual 
aid programs. Again, that knowling little grin and the quick 
reply, "Perhaps so, but in the rough stages". 


Individual slates were used at first, but blackboards came 
into use before the turn of the century. With them came another 
questionable honorary chore--that of taking the erasers outside 
to dust them. (What, no chalk dust allergies?) 


One of the more interesting customs of the early schools was 
that "togetherness" suoposedly a modern innovation, was encouraged 
even thene Two people shared each desk, i.e., two boys or two 
girls. Miss Carrie Snively, who will be remembered as the girls 
physical education supervisor, said it was the dreaded responsi- 
bility of the teacher to be right there the first day of school 
to prevent best friends from sharing a desk. 


* History of Fort Wayne Schools--100 years E. Cook 
Ft, Wayne Journal Gazette Oct. 23, 1921 
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It seems that "worst enemies" sharing a desk caused less strife 
than “best friends" sitting together. 


Again, crowded classrooms was the war cry of the day. Miss 
Gertrude Zook remembered with horror that she had sixty-four child- 
ren in her 3AB class in the early 1900's. She further stated that 
it was a big task just to take care of such a large class, let 
alone provide educational experiences for theme 


In 1912-13 extensive changes were made in the building. De- 
mands had been growing for a departmentalized curriculum, but no 
action could be taken in this direction until an expansion program 
could be considered. The School Board voted such action to begin 
at the close of the 1912 school year. Vast changes were made in 
the structure at this time, and except for the addition of a modern 
heating plant at a later date, there have been only a few minor 
changes since that time. 


The changes to the building in the 1912 program were: A 
large kindergarten room, office space and a double classroom (which 
also served as an auditorium) were added to the first floor. A 
large classroom was added to the second floor level directly above 
the kindergarten room, and on the east side another double class- 
room similar to the one on the first floor was added. These changes 
were accomplished by building wing additions both to the east and 
to the west of the original structure and extending the length of 
the original building back to the alley, Modern restrooms (by 1912 
standards) were installed in the basement. 


A large modern gymnasium (again, by 1912 standards) was built 
jn the east wing of the basement level and sub-level. This was 
something really great! Prior to this expansion program, Miss 
Lillian Foster, one of the teachers at that time, told of taking 
her "physical culture" classes through their drills and exercises 
(we call them calisthenics) in the large center hall. In the 
spring and early fall, weather permitting, she would take them 
out of doors. Needless to say, the inclement weather always 
brought additional problems to the school day. Kids dropping 
dumb-bells and wands (reasonable facsimilies of bowling pins and 
sawed-off broom sticks) was often frustrating to the teachers 
having class in the near-by rooms. 


After these extensive changes were completed the school of- 
fered seven grades of schooling until 1920 when it became a full 
eight grade school and offered a complete junior-high program. 
Devartmentalized work was at its peak at Miner at this time. Art, 
domestic science and manual training all enjoyed a short but wel- 
come stay at Miner. Interestingly enough, before manual training 
was taught here, boys wishing to take it were dismissed for such 
classes held at the Jefferson School. Few of them had bicycles 
so most of them had to walk the distance between the two schoolse 
And, boys being boys, there was always much speculation as to how 
many of them would arrive for class. 


The double classroom in the east wing of the first floor had 
folding doors to divide the area. For assemblies or special pro- 
grams the doors were pushed back and the room converted to an aud- 
itorium. When needed, an improvised stage was set up at the west 
end of the room. here were no curtains, lights or other usual 
stage properties and it could not be left up any length of time 
because the space was needed for class room. Any detailed stage 
programs (such as the annual spring festival pageant) were put on 
at the West Creighton Avenue Church. Miner rented the auditorium 
for many performances. 


The last major change in the structure of the building was 
made in 1922. An addition housing the boilers for a modern heating 
system was built on to the outside wall of the west wing. Steam 
heat radiators were installed in each classroom. Just when the 
pot-bellied stoves were replaced with a central heating plant (coal 
furnace) was not established; however, we know it was quite some 
time before the installation of the steam heat equipment. 


Part 2--Other Changes 


In the fall of 1924 Miner reverted to a six grade school. 
Seventh and eighth graders went to Hoagland for their junior high 
years. Apparently no major changes took place in the next five 
years. Conclusively, the usual school problems were met and school 
kept on. 


Then came the stock market crash in 1929 and the next several 
years were devastating to school programs. Miner fathers, for the 
most part, had been the middle class working man--wage earners in 
skilled and unskilled labor. With factory shut-downs the income 
of the average Miner family was next to nothinge Food on the table 
came from the Welfare Department and there simply was no money to 
buy suitable school clothing, supplies, gym shoes or any other 
needse Practically everyone was indigent; and, if you were a child 
at this time (and the writer was!) you hardly had any complex at 
all. All the other children were just like you-- with but few ex- 
ceptions. School corporations suffered extremely heavy losses. 
Nothing was asked for and certainly nothing was granted that was 
not absolutely essential. Often the school served as a social 
center for the community. I believe it was during these most dif- 
ficult times that the real HEART of Miner began to show throughe 


We were just inching our way back to solvency when war clouds 
began to threaten us with new problems and responsibilities, Final- 
ly, the threats became reality and the schools were called upon to 
assist in the mountainous tasks of food and gasoline rationing and 
registering young men under the Selective Service Act. Again, 
during this period very few school improvements were allowed. Ma- 
terials were on a priority rated basis, However, it was in 1941 
that we acquired our present stage with its bonafide paradise 5 7 
backdrop and footlights, 


In 1945 one of the original four rooms on the first floor 
Was designated as the appropriate place for the Foley Library. 
Celia Foley had been Principal at Miner for 33 years. When she 
died she bequeathed the school a sum of $300.00 for the purpose 
of establishing a library with the stipulation that the School 
City of Fort Wayne, or the Miner PTA, furnish an amount equal 
to her bequest within one year after her death. The terms of her 
will were met and the library was officially dedicated on June 7, 1948. 


In 1946 we became the proud owners of a kitchenette. A stove 
and refrigerator were furnished by the PTA and cupboards were in- 
stalled by the School City. It was in an area comprising about 
one-fourth of the library room. The combination of a kitchen with 
a library was certainly not one of propriety or choice, but rather, 
of limited space available. 


Actually, the last decade has seen but few building changes. 
In 1951 fluorescent lighting was installed in all the rooms. At 
the same time the interior of the building was redecorated in its 
entirety. The gravel playground was replaced with an asphalt sur- 
face. In 1954 a new roof was required and a few years later the 
brick face of the school was cleaned by the process of sand blasting. 
Mortar fractures were tuck pointed and, for an old building, it sure 
looked good. 


But no matter how good a building looks on the outside, if 
facilities are out-dated and inadequate, if overcrowded conditions 
exist that cannot be remedied, if educational opportunities are 
hampered by a make-it-do approach, then false economy exists. 


In the fall of 1957 the library was needed for a classroom. 
The shelves and books were moved to the auditorium. To the writer, 
this move seemed to result in the loss of some of the significance 
of the library; but, there simply was nothing else to do. With the 
walls bursting at the seams with children and projected enrollments 
increasing by leaps and bounds, classroom space was at a premium. 


When the library converted to a classroom, the kitchenette 
remained where it was, There simply was no place else to put it. 
Its serviceability became limited but Miner Mothers adapted well-- 
as they always have. 


The School Board recognized the situation of Miner, which was 
not unlike the problems of several other schools, most of them in 
the early residential areas of the city. Early in 1959 they launched 
a long range program which included the construction of several new 
schools in the outlying areas and included plans for a new Miner 
possibly by 1961. However, we know now that these plans have been 
altered and the people in this district will be integrated into the 
other clementary schools in this area. Our present school Super- 
intendent, Mr. Lester Grile will elaborate on this in a later chapter. 


And so 1962 will witness the demise of a fine old landmark in 
the city of Fort Wayne, but its intangible HEART will live on for a 
long time, 
"If you would see his monument, Look around." 
(Inscription on the tomb of Sir Christopher 
Wren at St. Paul's in London.) 


Chapter II 


EDUCATIONAL REFORMS 


When "ON COMMON GROUND" was written, 1 said, "A good school is 
society's obligation to children for they are the reasons schools 
exist." I still believe this. Whatever the needs preparatory to 
making them good citizens should be met by the schools, and every- 
one knows that this ravidly changing world complicates the needs 
of all children. 


Fifty years ago a junior high education was considered adequate 
for the average youth. Twenty five years ago a high school education 
was considered a must. Today a college education is required more 
and more in business and industry, whereas it used to be required in 
professions only. 


In the seventy-five years that Miner has been the stomping 
grounds for thousands of children in this community, many changes 
have taken place in educational trends, methods, curricula, grade 
reports, testing and so on. Only the purpose remains the same-- 
preparing children and youth for adulthood. 


When Miner was erected in 1886, no one had to go to school. 
Eleven years later (1897) the Indiana Legislature enacted the Com- 
pulsory School Attendance Laws affecting all children between the 
ages of seven and sixteen. 


The vember of schéol days in the year has varied but little, 
remaining at approximately 187 days per year. The length of the 
school day has varied some but not greatly. For the most part the 
school day began at 8:30 A.M. and ended at 3:30 P.M. Half hour and 
fifteen minute variances have occurred at different times in the 
opening and closing times. Also, lunch hours have varied somewhat 
in length of time. One of the inherited vroblems of the last twenty 
years has been the need to provide supervision for children who 
bring lunchese Beginning in the war years and increasing steadily 
since, is the trend for mothers to take jobs away from home. This 
has been one of the problem areas in the school day--not only at 
Miner but in all schools. 


Early in the life of Miner School, grades were classified by 
year only--i.e., first grade, second grade, third etc. Near the 
turn of the century B and A semesters were introduced and remained 
with us until recently. In the last ten years a change-over pro- 
gram was begun to eliminate the semester program (except in high 
schools) and the change was completed in the school year of 1958-59. 
As always, when there is a change made in any routine program, there 
are those favoring it and those opposing it. Naturally, the child- 
ren affected here were those we referred to as mid-years. A test- 
ing program and parental consent determined whether a child went 
ahead a semester or back a semester. On the whole, the change-back 
was not too detrimental to anyone and most people feel the advantages 
far outweigh the disadvantages. 
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One of the advantages that certainly can't be ignored is the 
text-book rental program. Books and supplies are rented on the per 
year basis. Previously this was done each semester. And, by the 
way, the opportunity for parents to rent books for their children, 
instead of having to purchase them out-right, was certainly a step 
forward in the public school program. Sometimes the cost involved 
for purchasing books for a large family was prohibitive and a real 
hardship on the average wage earner in this community. To be able 
to rent books, with the stipulation that lost books or those exces- 
sively damaged would have to be replaced, was a welcomed opportunity. 


The grading system has undergone many changes. Too many changes, 
as a matter of fact, for the writer to give a very detailed account 
of this in the limited time and space allowed. Generally speaking, 
in the seventy-five years, there were four major grading systems. The 
first grade revorts given at Miner were those generally in use every- 
where at that time--percentages. These were the average grades for 
a grade period percentage-wise - for example: Arithmetic, 85%; 
History 80% etc. Following this, letter grades were given indicating: 
A-admirable; E-excellent; VG-very good; G-good; F-fair; P-poor; 

NP-not passing. These were contemporary with the writer's years at 
Miner, 


Later a simplified letter grading was in effect and with some 
variations is still in use today. These are: A-excellent (or su- 
perior); B-above average; C-average: D-poor(or passing); and F- 
failure to meet the minimum requirements for the grade. A system 
of checkmarking social habits and work habits, and the progress made 
by terms such as outstanding, needs help, improving etc., along with 
the above grading system is in use today. In the kindergarten and 
first grade the checkmarking is used alonee 


Many school peope feel that standardization in grading is not 
the best system for reporting a child's progress. Progressive views 
along this line insist that individual growth and development is the 
important factor--not the competitive or comparative methods that set 
standards incure 


Lanes, or groups, divided by capacities to learn seems to be the 
trend now. Lanes are commonly referred to as x-y and z, and are for 
the above-average, average and slow learners respectively. On oc- 
casion a double x, for the exceptionally bright, and a double z, for 
the exceptionally slow, learners are established. Proponents for 
this lane-ing feel that better work is accomplished when the range 
of capabilities is similar throughout the class. Dissenters feel 
that it makes children class-conscious and prejudiced. Miner has 
not recently been using the lane system--although at one time the 
5th and 6th grades combined and laned groups in reading. This was 
during the tenure of Mr. Lautenschlager as principal. Junior high 
and high school programs use the lane system extensively at the 
present time. 


There is a committee from the Fort Wayne Community Schools making 


another extensive study of grade reports and it is quite likely more 
revisions in this area are in the offing. 
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Many great changes have taken place over the years in the methods 
of teaching. Again, it is necessary to generalize because of the vast 
amount of material available in this respect. Early in the school's 
history, tedious memorization, or rote as it was commonly called was 
the order of the day. Emphasis in this was found particularly in 
arithmetic (often called ciphering) reading, history, geography etc. 
The learning process was one of reading information given and then 
memorizing it--drilling over and over again the fundamentals such 
as the multiplication tables, historical places and dates and the like. 
Present day methods provide correlation of what is learned to every- 
day, understandable experiences. The aim is for the learning proces- 
ses to be meaningful rather than mechanicale 


Most of the readers of this history will not remember the "Mc 
Guffey Readers" but will certainly have heard of them. It was my 
pleasure to see and examine one of these 5th grade McGuffey's when 
I wrote the previous history. The content of these "Eclectic Series" 
was most interesting. To find Shakespeare's "Shylock or the Pound 
of Flesh" in a 5th grade reader was a bit startling to say the least. 
Many other melodramatic stories were noted also. Hardly a lesson 
failed to have the whole thing, or a portion thereof, marked for mem- 
orization. One of the most common criticisms of our present day 
methods by people of the above mentioned generation is the lack of 
assigned memory work, Good or bad--? Be careful your answer will 
probably date you! 


Along this reading parallel, teaching by phonics (or phonetics-- 
the sounds of letters and letter combinations) became obsolete in the 
early 1940's, A new method of learning to read, and subsequently-spell, 
was introduced. This is often referred to as "sight" reading and in- 
volved the principle of recognizing a word as a total image and not 
aS a series of sounds. And woe is me! How can I possibly tell in 
one short paragraph the mountainous repercussions to this method when 
some one in the 1950's blasted the whole system with a publication 
called "Why Johnny Can't Read." Many sympathizers with the author 
of the above publication (which ran as a serial in one of our local 
newspapers) recommended a return to the good old McGuffey readers. 


At Miner, at least one of our teachers taught the phonics along 
with the sight method and our reading program was not criticized as 
severely as in some schools. Also in 1949, Miner organized a Remedial 
Reading class for those children who had not mastered their basic 
reading skills. There was much accomplished in this program and many 
children improved their reading abilities. 


Schools have always been and will always be the target for crrt- 
icism--some of it just, but much of it unjust. Without a doubt, how- 
ever, the greatest blasting of our educational system came fast on 
the heels of Russia making the first probe into outer space with the 
_ launching of the earth satellite called Sputnik I. This was in Octo- 
ber of 1957. 


The United States and Russia had been openly competitive in 


scientific progress for many years, and it was sort of apathetically 
assumed by the U.S. and her friendly allies that she would be the 
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first to explore outer space. With the launching of Sputnik I, how- 
ever, our drive for supremacy to be first, best and unequalled was 
challenged. Mr. Average American, heretofore more or less complacent 
about our schools, suddenly qualified himself as an exnert critic; 
and soon the most degrading avalanche of protests against our educa- 
tional system was underway throughout the nation. Suddenly, schools 
were important and a new and critical look was being taken in every 
locality. 


The fact that Miner is being abandoned this year is a direct 
result of that new and critical look. It is highly possible that 
something would have been done in this community anyway. Fort Wayne 
has had a rather enviable record of school progress compared to other 
portions of the state. Certainly many of our increased facilities 
would have been necessitated by the projected enrollments caused by 
the growth and expansion of our city. Nevertheless, we vatrons at 
Miner felt the impact of this new emphasis on schools, and we joined 
the ranks of millions of others who wanted the best educational op- 
portunities available to their youngsters. 


Fort Wayne Community Schools made a concentrated study of our 
city's immediate needs as well as a long-range program of expansion. 
This was revealed to us in 1959 and projected the expansion orogram 
through 1962. The public was well-informed through assemblies, news- 
paper articles etc. Both vraise and criticism resulted. Increased 
tax-rates are never happily received. The competitve feeling of 
being "first" to get a new building or an extensive renovation caused 
much concern and even some unfavorable demands in certain areas. A 
new Miner School was slated for 1961 possibly, but not later than 
1962. But we all know the proverbial bit about how the best laid 
plans sometimes go astray. Unpredicted changes, miscalculated pres- 
Sures, and unforeseen hindrances all have a part in necessitating 
change. This is what has happened to the plans for a new Miner. 

Mr. Grile, our present Superintendent, explains this further in 
Chapter IV. 


Of course, mixed feelings result among our patrons. However, 
this writer feels it is far better that we take an objective view 
of the circumstances involved. Curricula has been investigated and 
evaluated by people who know what to look for. Buildings have been 
inspected, areas surveyed and needs extensively studied. The recom- 
mendations finally presented are what seem best for the area at the 
present time. - 


With the onslaught of criticism in the curriculum area, came a 
new emphasis on Math and Science. The needs for more scholarships, 
increased grants to colleges, the controversial issue of Federal Aid 
to schools, stricter teacher training and qualifications and other 
reforms have all been born out of this change. Many of these reforms 
will have deen witnessed by the patrons of Miner in these last ten 
years. Many of these reforms are at oresent in the trial and error 
method of experience, It is too soon to conclude the ultimate results 
of these reforms. Most of them seem qualified and will be rewarding 
to the educational level of our nation. However, as all interested 
parents and school people know, not all children are college bound. 
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Those who are capable and willing to make use of a higher education 
should be encouraged and helped along the way. But there are also 
others who need encouragement from an interested public to help them 
prepare for adult life. These are the handicapped, the slow to learn 
and even the mentally retarded. 


This is America. We pride ourselves in the "free education" that a 
democracy offers. Well, we all know that education is not free-- but 
let us say the opportunity is. We do not just pick out the exception- 
al ones and concentrate on developing them for our nation's greatness. 
We recognize an obligation to these others also in providing help to 
equip them for a good and useful adulthood. Trade schools are get- 
ting a new emphasis, but perhaps you wonder why I mention this. The 
reason is this: because Miner is in one of the early residential 
areas of our city the economic and social victure of the community 

has changed considerably. Perhaps a very large percentage of the 
children in this locale are among those who will not go to college. 

It is in an elementary school where capabilities are determined and 
the foundations laid for future schooling and other preparations 

for adulthood. 


The most recent bombardment of criticism to our school program 
is that of physical fitness--or rather, a lack of it. The number 
of rejects in young men drafted into the service of our country 
suddenly became a national concern. Once again the finger of 
guilt pointed at the schools. Critics said we were dreadfully lax 
in requirements for building good, strong bodies. So recently an 
emphasis has been directed in this regard. A program of testing 
and develoving physical fitness in accord with the "President's 
Program" has been integrated into the physical education programs 
throughout the nation. Scaled according to age, height, and weight 
there are minimum requirements in the number of sit-ups, push-ups, 
broad jumps, etc, that the youngster should be able to do. Again, 
it is the consensus that the over-all effect of this program will 
be good for the national picture; but, as in the academic effort, 
we must consider limitations and not point the finger of dismal 
failure at anyone who cannot meet the minimum requirements. 


As all of you can easily recognize I have touched only a few 
of the educational reforms and trends in these few paragraphs. 
Those of you having a copy of "ON COMMON GROUND" will have a much 
better review of these reforms. Many of our departmental suvervisors 
wrote individual contributions concerning the development of their 
particular field. It would enhance the reading of this to refer to 
that copy and read some of the specialties that cannot be repeated 
here again. May I also suggest you mention to your friends and 
neighbors who are Miner patrons and who have this history that you 
have a cooy of the previous history and invite them to read certain 
chapters in it--esvecially the chapter on Celia Foley. It is regret- 
able that we cannot include some of it here but that is impossible 
if we are to keep this brief~---and I promised! 


So to sum this chapter, we might point out that schools will 


always be blamed for the ills of the nation. Conclusively speaking, 
it is inescapable that the major school problem is that of keeping 
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pace with a changing world. Most educators realize this, parents 

are reluctant to face upto it, and so children bear the brunt of the 
clashing trends of thought. What served us well in our day is no 
longer adequate for today's children, and what is taught today will 
not be sufficient for tomorrow. We are on the threshold of the space- 
age. Many move new and wonderful (and perhaps frightening) discoveries 
will be reveaied to us. Our children, our grandchildren and our great 


grandchildren will reveal them to us. Education is important! Stay 
informed and keep interested! The return on this kind of an invest- 
ment pays big dividends. 


Chapter III 


ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL TRANSITIONS 


The economic and social changes affecting the community during 
the life span of the school are quite marked. In her early years, 
Miner was one of the outlying schools. Just a few years before 
Miner was built, Creighton Avenue was the south boundary of the city 
limits. In 1886 there was an approximate population of 35,000, and 
Miner was one of ten public grade schools in the city. 


Today, seventy-five years later, the official census of Fort 
Wayne is 161,776. There are forty public elementary and or junior 
high schools, and there are four high schools, At the end of the 
current year the count will remain the same, for while Miner is 
being abandoned a new junior high is being constructed. Over- 
crowded conditions still remain in some schools and appear on the 
horizon for some others. In just a few years there is an antici- 
pated need for several new schools including, probably, two new 
high schools. This information regards only the public schools. 
There is a like story of expansion in the parochial systems. 


As I have mentioned before, the Fort Wayne Community Schools 
(formerly known as the School City of Fort Wayne) has an enviable 
record in the State for having a good school system. However, at 
this writing, there is oending in court a law suit resulting from 
the decision of the State Reorganization Commission to approve a 
two unit Allen County School system. In 1959 the State Legislature 
enacted laws providing for the reorganization in school areas to 
facilitate better educational opportunities for all. In accordance 
with the law, a local committee known as the Allen County School 
Reorganization Committee was avpointed to study the problems and 
needs of the county and then submit its findings and recommendations 
to the State Commission. After studying many possible plans, they 
reduced their thinking to two plans: 

le a one unit system for all of Allen County 
2. a two unit system dividing the county into an 
Bast and West division. 


After much work wherein volumes of information and statistics 
were compiled, the time came for the committee to vote on which 
plan to recommend. Up until this time it aopeared likely that the 
one unit system was the favored one. However, in a surprise reve- 
lation, one of the five members switched his thinking to favor the 
two unit plan, and the resulting vote was three to two in favor of 
the East-West plan. Consequently, much to the dismay and surprise 
of many interested school people and concerned taxpayers, this recom- 
mendation was submitted to the State Commission for approval. After 
a public hearing by the State Commission (where again it looked 
like the two unit plan was not held in very high regard by the m- 
jority of people) the plan was approved. As a result one of the 
most controversial and involved school issues of all time got under- 
Way e 
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The ultimate result is far from being known, but it is con- 
clusively accepted that the Fort Wayne Community Schools, as such, 
Will be greatly affected. The basis for the law suit is the vague 
and indefinite line (particular to two areas) separating the East 
from the West. At this time the writer can only urge the readers 
of this history (admittedly interested school people) to keep in- 
formed and be aware of what is happening; for in the immediate of- 
fing big decisions are to be made and the results of these decisions 
will affect all of us. 


Miner School families have witnessed four major wars and six 
acute depressions. The so-called "Big Depression" beginning in 
1929 and lasting for almost ten years before complete recovery was 
enjoyed, had a severely damaging effect on schools everywhere, and 
Miner was no exception. The average Miner father was a factory 
laborer (a very large number of them were General Electric employees) 
and these families really suffered severe economic reverses during 
the decade mentioned, Some of our teachers now, or recently retired, 
and many of our patrons look back in wonderment on the slim margin 
of supplies, clothing, food etc. available to children in school at 
this time. | 


Miss Celia Foley, Principal of Miner School for thirty three 
years, was deeply and personally concerned by the lack of essential 
needs for the youngsters at Miner. What supplies there were, she 
felt should be treated with the utmost care and she preached thrift 
constantly. She could not (and would not!) stand to see anything 
wasted, She understood the problems of the home in providing what- 
ever needs could be scraved out of very low incomes, and she had 
even a higher regard for the taxpayer's money that purchased sup- 
plies furnished by the school. Every line of every sheet of paper 
had to be used on both sides before it could be discarded. Many 
times the writer recalls long lectures to classes resulting from 
Miss Foley finding only partially used papers thrown in the waste 
basket. She spared no feelings if the papers were identifiable by 
name--whether teacher or pupil--and she talked loud and long on 
matters of thrift. 


d School banking was introduced in these years and every child 
was urged to bank regularly--if only one penny per week. Many 
youngsters banked just that amount--one cent a week. At the end 
of the school year if you were consistent you would have saved a 
sum total of forty cents, The elite group--those able to bank a 
nickel per week-got into high finance when their savings netted 
two dollars per school year. 


During World War II years the school banking program was dis- 
continued in favor of selling Defense Bond Savings Stamps. Young- 
sters could purchase savings stamps cach week and when the book 
was completed they had the exact amount to ourchase a Defense Bond. 
School savings programs began again in the early 1950's, Recently, 
with so much criticism about the number of things expected of a 
teacher that lessens a school day for the primary business of 
teaching, an entirely new system of banking has evolved. The par- 
ents assume the task of making out the deposit slips and all the 
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teacher does is collect theme The rest of the banking detail is 
handled entirely by bank personnel. 


Another of our school programs which is an outgrowth of the 
depression years is that of the milk program. Miss Foley was a 
very benevolent person at heart, though it was often camouflaged 
by her rather brusque and harsh manner. She was greatly concerned 
by the lack of milk in the diets of many of her frail youngsters, 
so she was very influential in getting the milk program into the 
schoole Originally designed for aiding in the nutrition of com- 
pletely indigent children, the program has outgrown that function; 
but is still available to children who want it and whose parents 
are Willing to pay for it, more or less as a recess treat. Ina 
few cases perhaps milk is provided by student aid funds where 
serious malnutrition problems exist and parents are unable to as 
sume the coste ; . 


Miss Foley, as did many of the teachers at Miner, personally 
bought clothing and supplics for many children to enable them to 
stay in school. This deep concern for our children has always 
been evident in the schoole The fact that it was done quietly, 
without knowledge to most people, is quite obvious. And it is 
still done today, but less noticeably, perhaps, because there are 
other resources available now that have not been in effect except 
for the last several years. 


For instance, one of these sources of supply for the less for- 
tunate of our children is a Clothing Bank organized by the Council 
of Parents and Teachers of the Fort Wayne Community Schools. Good 
used clothing is collected and made available upon request by the 
school principal with the parent's consent. The Bank is serviced 
by interested PTA mothers--~each school serving in turn. The clothing 
is dry cleaned or laundered, pressed, mended and stored according 
to size etc. Insofar as possible it is the aim of the bank to allow 
children who are in need of clothing to make selections much in the 
same manner as though they were vurchasing them from a department ™ 
store. This has a proven psychological effect that is a good morale 
builder. To see a child beam at an item he has been able to choose 
for himself (with proper assistance with regard to size and season, 
of course) is a very rewarding experience. The writer has seen the 
joy expressed in appreciative eyes by little boys and girls that 
perhaps have never ever been able to choose something for themselves. 
me the present time the Clothing Bank is located at the Franke Park 

chool. : 


So close on the heels of the depression years that one could 
hardly enjoy the freedom from catastrophic problems, came another 
great economic factor affecting schools--World War II. Along with 
the emotional unrest that accompanies the call to arms, the economic 
law of supply and demand takes on a new and vital meaning. Certain 
commodities become of special importance .to provide supplies, food 
and clothing to the military. Then, too, often items that are im- 
ported to us without any difficulty whatsoever in peace time, sud- 
denly. become most difficult to get. Perhaps they are made almost 
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unavailable to us because of the loyalties involved by the nations 
at war. Items that appear to become scarce take on a new importance; 
and people, not wanting to do without these things that they are ac- 
customed to having, start panic-buying and soon the available sup- 
plies are hoarded by those able to purchase them in large quantities. 
In this event, those commodities involved are limited to the buyer 
by a process known as rationing so that every man, woman and child 
can get his fair share. 


To get the rationing program set up is no little task, and the 
schools were called upon to get the program underway. The parents 
at Miner, always willing to share the work load of mountainous tasks, 
served the community graciously and well in this endeavor. The items 
covered by rationing included automobile tires, sugar, gasoline, 
coffee, shoes. meat- butter and certain canned foods, The ration 
books contained stamps worth a certain number of points and each 
person was aliowed a certain number of points per month--varying ac- 
cording to the commodity. 


Also with regard to World War II, the PTA mothers helped issue 
hundreds of draft cards to young men in the community who had to 
register for service in the Armed Forces under the Selective Service 
Act. 


Again during the war years, as was true of the depression years, 
supplies became very tight and schools had to function with the handi- 
cap of poorer quality materials and limited quantities, It was during 
these trying years that Miss Foley died. She had retired in 1936. 

In her last will and testament she bequeathed the sum of $300.00 to 
Miner School for the establishment of a library, providing, the school 
or PTA would match it with an equal sum within one year after her 
death. This was indeed a challenge--one that seemed almost unsur- 
mountable due to the tight budgets and the limited time in which to 
raise the money. But you know Miner Patrons--they made it !! It 
took a lot of doing such as rummage sales, paper drives, quilt raf- 
fles, personal donations, cake sales etc. but the effort was reward- 
ed. The Foley library was dedicated in 1948. 


(To those who. are interested in a thorough resume of the es- 
tablishment of the Foley Library, a character sketch of Miss Foley 
herself and other information regarding her illustrious tenure as 
Principal at Miner, may I suggest you try to find a copy of "ON 
COMMON GROUND" among your friends and neighbors and read about 
this wonderful, though eccentric, person.) 


The increased birth rate of the war years began to boost school 
enrollments in the late 1940's, and early in the 1950's began to 
create serious problems in providing classroom space for them. Some 
school boundaries were changed and others were more rigidly enforced. 
The problems of providing facilities for these increased enrollments 
are discussed in another chapter. 


Since the war years many of our problems have increased in the 
Miner area. One of these regards the tremendous traffic hazards ex- 
perienced by our younsters having to cross Broadway and also Creighton. 
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Safety patrols have long since been in use to help youngsters 

learn safety orecautions in crossing busy streets. However, in 

the last ten years with the increase of unbelievable proportions 

in the number of cars on the street, child safety patrols were 
certainly not adequate. Adult guards at these busy intersections 

at school arrival and dismissal times have become a must for the 
protection of our children. They are salaried at very nominal rates, 
but their worth according to the number of lives they protect can 
never be quoted in terms of dollars and centsSe sie 


The over-all face of the community has undergone vast changes 
in the last decade, and much to our sorrow not 411 of it is for the 
best either. The growth and expansion of our city has sort of 
bulls-eyed this community into the less desirable area often refer- 
red to as the downtown area. At any rate we must accept the fact 
that we live in ohe of the oldest residential areas of Fort Wayne. 
Many of our families, who, for two and possibly three generations, 
have been the back bone of an interested parent group have moved 
out of the area into better residential districts. They can now. 
afford newer and better homes, The homes in this: commmnity--many 
‘of them forty or fifty years old--have now become rental properties 
to people in the low income brackets. Many of them, formerly one 
family dwellings, have been remodeled into apartments, and the oc- 
cupancy turn-over is greate Children are enrolled in school for 
a short period and then the family moves again. There has been up 
to a 25% turn-over in enrollment in one year. 


Divorce and separation in many of the families creates the 
need for mothers to go to work. This factor necessitates noon hour 
supervision for these children who must bring lunches. This was 
almost unheard of in pre-war dayse Discipline problems have been 
on the increase and a lesser concem by parents to “Support school 
activities has been noticed. 


Fortunately, at Miner, we have always had those among us who 
are willing to go to any lengths to maintain the standing that this 
school has earned in the community. And I think it is for this 
reason that many of us hate to see the name of Miner lost to poster- 
ity; but at the same time temper our feelings with the knowledge 
that we have seryed the community well and it is time-now to laak 
to bigger and better things. Who, among us, would want to see our 
grandchildren and great grandchildren attending a century-old scheol 
just for the sake of sentiment? — 
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Chapter IV 
REFLECTIONS OF MR. GRILE 
rart.t 


My first personal association with Miner School began in the 
fall of 194@ when I became Principal of the South Wayne Elementary 
School, a neighbor school of Miner Schoole I shall always remem- 
ber the fine spirit of cooperation which existed between the two 
schools and the two school communities, The extent of parent par- 
ticipation and cooperation in the Miner School district has always 
been, aS it was then- an example held vp as a desirable pattern 
for all the schools in our system. The decision to abandon the 
Miner School was not an easy one. 


The Boari of Education adopted a four-year building program in 
1959 and identified three purposes of the program: (1) to upgrade 
our present facilities. either by replacement or rehabilitation; 

(2) to implement the 6--3--3 organizational pattern in the Fort Wayne 
School system by establishing separate Junior High Schools of grades 
7, 8, and 9; (3) to provide housing for an increasing enrollment. 


The Board of Education determined on the basis of recommenda-. 
tions of our architects, engineers, and the building committee of 
the Citizens! Education Council, and the administrative staff that 
the Miner School building should be abandoned. The age of the struc- 
ture, the fact that the interior was entirely of wooden construction, 
and the lay out of the functional pattern in the building did not 
lend itself to rehabilitation except at most prohibitive costs and 
would result at the very best in a below standard facility. At the 
very beginning of the program planning- it was determined that the 
Miner School building would be abandoned. The question of how to 
house the elementary students at Miner was a probiem of two years 
of rather intensive study of various alternates. The elementary 
school districts of Washington, Study, South Wayne, and the junior 
high of Hoagland School were all a part of the considerations. The 
plan as finally adopted provided for a new Junior High School of 
grades 7, 8, and 9 to be built on Fairfield Avenue which would house 
the 7th and 8th grade which had formerly gone to Hoagland School, 
and also all the 9th grade. This would provide a new educational 
facility for all the boys and girls of Hoagland and Miner so that 
each boy and girl would have this opportunity for a new junior high. 
It was the Board's feeling that the new Junior High School would 
provide a better facility than what could be done if Hoagland School 
had been converted. The Miner School district is to be divided in 
such a way that the majority of the boys and girls will be attend- 
ing Hoagland School. A small number of the boys and girls will be 
attending Washington, a few to Study, and a number of the boys and 
girls to South Wayne School. 


It is the Board's opinion, and that of the administration, that 
the educational program available to the boys and girls of this com- 
munity will be best met through the vroper elementary facilities at 
Washington, South Wayne, Hoagland, and Study, and all of them will 
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profit from the opportunity to go through grades 7, 8, and 9 in the 
new Junior High School. I can assure you that the decision of the 
Board of Education and of the administration had in mind at all 


times that the best in educational opportunities would be avail- 
able to all the boys and girls, 


Part. 2 


MAP OF NEW BOUNDARIES ~ NEXT PAGE 
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Chapter V 


REFLECTIONS OF MR. BAILEY, SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 


Many are the memories which flit through my mind as I think 
back over the eventful eight final years of dear old Miner's three 
quarters of a century of service to our community. 


Many are tender soul touching memories which make themselves 
a part of your very being, and make you feel that you are 5 part of 
the Miner family. 


Of course there are always a few of the less pleasant variety 
of memories, but these we try to forget - or at least think of © 
them as the salt anc pepper of life. They make us appreciate the 
good memories all the more. 


Of course I must acmit that the greatest thrill of all was to 
hear that I was priviliged to come to Miner as principal! - Miner's 
friendly cooperative spirit is known throughout the city. I am 
very sincere and very humbie when I say I have been the havpiest 
at Miner of all my other duties, because of the fine calibre of co- 
operative leadership which has been ever present in our Parent 
Teacher officers and patrons. 


: Our school has become stronger educationally and financially 

by the year. Our pupils in Miner, are fortunate to have at their 

disposal any equipment needed for a better learning situation. 
This too is due to the close cooperation between home and school, 
Our excellent faculty, composed of honest sincere God-fearing 
teachers is also sad to see the end of such a powerful influence 
in the commnity, but they will attempt to carry on the ideals for 
which Miner stood, as they teach, in their new posts. 


Since the officials see fit to disband and raze the school, 
our youngsters will, of necessity, have to find a new school home. 
It is our sincere wish that they will be as loyal to their new school 
as they were to Miner. 


One must bow to change and bow we did, when the new Brentwood 
School took the Hanna Homestead Crippled Children's school out of 
their old surroundings and provided them with a nice new school home, 
They no longer felt the need of sharing a day with Miner boys and 
girls to get the "regular-school-feeling". So-Hanna Homestead Day 
was sadly given up. 


One thing, which all of us were glad to see pass out of the 
school program, was the paper drive. Our last one was " a drive 
to end all drives". We bundled a little over twenty six tons of 
paper but the bottom had dropped out of the paper market. The 
"rag drives” netted many aromatic rags and very little cash so 
they too were abandoned. 
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There is another characteristic of Miner which will long be 
remembered. That is: Miner's leaders were always thinking of others. 
They thought of the crippled children; they assisted the needy with 
money, food and clothing: they helped future teachers through the 
scholarship fund; and they entertained the bedfast children in the 
hospital. Miner's people gave of themselves unselfishly. 


Miner and her families will always be a fond memory to me as I ponder 
the past. 


Mr. Vaughn E, Bailey 
Miner's Last Principal 
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Chapter VI 


ADMINISTRATION AND FACULTY LISTINGS 


One of the most valued portions of the first history which 
cannot be duplicated here (for reasons of length and time con- 
suming tasks of cutting stencils, cost etc.) is the complete 
faculty listings for Miner School from 1887 on. Days of re- 
search went into this compilation of teaching personnel, and, to 
me, is one of the precious details that this revision will not 
include. So anyone possessing both copies of the history, "ON 
COMMON GROUND" ang "A SCHOOL TO REMEMBER" will have the entire ~ 
record of teachers, principals, custodians, secretaries and 
adult guards to serve the school. 


In this revision the names of the Superintendents and Prin- 
cipals cover the entire span of time, but the teaching personnel 
and staff is limited to the last ten years beginning where the 
other history left off. 


SUPERINTENDENTS 
John S. Irwin 1875-1896 
Justin N, Study 1896--1918 
R, W. Himelick 1918-1921 
L. G. Ward 1922-1931 
. Merle Abbett 1932-1953 
A, T, Lindley 1953-1961 
< Lester Grile 1961- 
PRINCIPALS 
Alice Habecker 1887-1899 
Julia Bryant 1899-1903 
Celia Foley 1903-1936 
J. Wilbur Haley 1936-1944 
Harley Lautenschlager 1944-1948 
Roger Pfeifer 1943-1950 
Hugh Rice 1950--1954 
Vaughn Bailey 1954-1962 


Following the close of this school year when Miner will be 
abandoned, Vavgkhn Beiley will become Princival of the Northcrest 
Elementary Schoul- Teacher assignments to the present Miner 
faculty have not as yet been revealed. 
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MINER FACULTY 


1952-53 
Principal 
Hugh D. Rice 
Teachers: 
James Ummel 
John Wilhelm 
Helen Berkey 
Almeda Walker 
Martha Hobrock 
Dorotha Burget 
Juanita Myers 
Edna Carrell 
Winifred Moore 
Florence Dean 
Robert Archer 
Custodians: 
George Stotlar 
Edward Dennia 
Clerk: 
Rychie Smell 


1954-55 
Principal 
Vaughn E, Bailey 
Teachers: 
John Wilhelm 
Jacqueline Sollers 
Ruth Gee 
Nancy Hawkinson 
Nancy Pyatt 
Esther Sears 
Porotha Burget 
Juanita Myers 
Edna Carrell 
Winifred Moore 
Shirley Hemphill 
Walter Kerfoot 
Custodians: 
George Stolar 
Daniel Blume 
Clerk: 
Rychie Smell 


1956-57 

Principal 
Vaughn E, Bailey 

Teachers: 
Jack Burson 
Jacqueline Sellers 
Buena Ellison 
Helen Hennon 
Agnes Cook 


1953-54 
Principal 
Hugh D, Rice 
Teachers: 
James Ummel 
John Wilhelm 
Geraldine Erwin 
Charlotte Lewis 
Barbara Hobrock 
Dorotha Burget 
Esther Sears 
Juanita Myers 
Edna Carrell 
Winifred Moore 
Shirley Hemphill 
Robert Archer 
Custodians: 
George Stotlar 


Clerk 
Rychie Smell 


1955-56 

Princival 
Vaughn E, Bailey 

Teachers: 
Jack F, Burson 
Jacqueline Sollers 
Buena Ellison 
Ruth Gee 
Agnes Cook 
Dorotha Burget 
Esther Sears 
Juanita Myers 
Edna Carrell 
Martha Hehmeyer 
Winifred Moore 


Custodians: 
George Stotlar 
Elmer Beaver 
Clerk 


Rychie Smell 


1957-58 

Principal 
Vaughn E, Bailey 

Teachers: 
Jack Burson 
Jacqueline Sollers 
Herbert Meek 
Helen Hennon 
Agnes Cask 


1956-57 Cont. 1957-58 Conte 


Dorotha Burget Dorotha Burget 
Esther Sears Jean Ahlbrand 
Juanita Myers Esther Sears 
Nancy Poe Juanita Myers 
Esther Tutwiler Fannie Harrison 
Winifred Moore Esther Tutwiler 
Custodians: Winifred Moore 
Grat Hall Custodians: 
George Stotlar Grat Hall 
Clerk: | Otto Blombach 
Rychie Smell Clerk: 
Rychie Smell 
1958-59 1959-1960 
Principal Principal 
Vaughn E, Bailey Vaughn E. Bailey 
Teachers: Teachers: 
Jack Burson Jack Burson 
Jacqueline Sollers Jacqueline Sollers 
Herbert Meek Herbert Meek 
Helen Hennon Helen Hennon 
Dorotha Burget Agnes Cook 
Jean Lawrence Dorotha Burget 
Esther Goldsmith Marilyn Truit 
Helen Williams Helen Williams 
Agnes Cook Mary Krauhs 
Emile Bahnmaier Esther Tutwiler 
Esther Tutwiler Constance Wesner 
.Winifred Moore Thelma Theurer-Kdg.Aide 
Custodians: Custodians: 
Grat Hall Grat hall 
Otto Blombach Robert Walker 
Clerk: | Clerk: 
Rychie Smell Rychie Smell 
1960-61 1961-62 
Principal Princivoal 
Vaughn E, Bailey Vaughn E, Bailey 
Teachers: Teachers: 
Jack Burson Jack Burson 
Jacqueline Sollers Geraldine Zeimmer 
Herbert Meek Herbert Meek 
Helen Hennon Helen Hennon 
Agnes Cook Agnes Cook 
Dorotha Burget Dorotha Burget 
Gail Burge Deanna Liddiard 
Marilyn Truit Retha Bechtelheimer 
Helen Williams Helen Williams 
Mary Krauhs Mary Krauhs 
Esther Tutwiler Esther Tutwiler 
Constance Wesner Constance Wesner 
Thelma Theurer - Kdg.Aide Thelma Theurer - Kdg.Aidk 
Custodians: Custodians: 
Grat Hall Grat Hall 
Robert Walker Robert Walker 
Clerk: Clerk: 
Lois Heck Lois Heck 
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Chapter VII 


THE PARENT PARTICIPATION PROGRAMS 


Part 1 - P.T.A. Objects and Personnel 


First, a word of explanation about the content of this chapter. 
It has not been an easy task to condense volumes of people and their 
corresponding achievements to a few short pages. There are hundreds 
of interested parents over the years that have given generously of 
their time and talents in the name of Miner School. They have all 
worked with the same unity of purpose in mind: a good school in a 
good community. It would be utterly impossible to name even a small 
portion of all these devoted and loyal peoplee In a like manner it 
is impossible to enumerate all the material things furnished the 
school by these people. Therefore, I am asking your forbearance 
in the manner in which I have chosen to pay tribute to each and 
everyone of them - collectively. 


For the majority of these people, I believe it is relatively 
unimportant to them to see in print what they did specifically in 
the year, or years, they were active. The very fact that they were 
in there vitching every step of the way--whether the lean years or 
the prosperous ones--is the important factor. This quality of be- 
longing-~a part of the whole--is the meaningful thing, and it is 
this quality that I like to refer to as HEART. Likewise, it is 
this HEART that has made Miner's PTA an exemplary varent organiza- 
tion in the State. Consequently, as I write this portion of the 
history, I shall think of it always as a representative group of 
interested people--not as individuals who accomplished much, or 
little, according to the economic period in which they served. 


SOK KK aK KKK 


Someone has said, "If you want something done, get a busy person 
to do it." I do not know whom to give credit for those words, but 


whoever said it must have been acquainted with a Miner School mother 
belonging to the PTA, 


Our PTA has a rich and colorful history. It had its beginning 
in February of 1912, so you can see that on Founder's Day of this 
year we observed a fiftieth birthday - a Golden Jubilee. During ~ 
this same year we observed a 75th anniversary of the school's life, 
so no wonder we are proud of our achievements as an organization. 
For two-thirds of the life span of the school it has had the coop- 
erative concern of the parents behind it. 


In February of 1912, a Mother's Club was formed which later 
(in May) became affiliated with the Fort Wayne Women's League, now 
known as the Fort Wayne Women's Clube By fall of that year it was 
noted that the best way to reach mothers was through the schools. 
So in November of 1912 the Mother's Club became affiliated with 
the National Congress of Mothers and Teachers. In 1924 this 
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organization changed its name to the National Congress of Parents 
and Teachers. New charters were written and national, state and 
local units were organized. 


The progressive and successful PTA program at Miner did not 
just happen. It grew and developed into fine healthy stock because 
of the good root system established by capable leadershiv right 
from the beginning. 


Our first PTA President, Mrs. William J. Hockett, is one of 
few people I shall elaborate on individually in this chapter. Her 
organizational and leadership abilities are cherished memories in 
local, state and national levels. We are so proud of her -- and 
rightly so. She lighted the candle of parent interest from the 
spark left by the Mother's Club and it is still burning brightly. 
Her personal achievement is an illustrious one and it began at 
Miner when she served as President for two years. (1924-1926) 


Mrs. Hugo Schaefer had recently moved into the neighborhood 
and had just successfully completed the organization of a PTA at 
Washington School. At her recommendation and with a little per- 
suasion from people who knew her, Mrs. Hockett agreed to help 
with the organization of a PTA at Miner. These two women and a 
well-known, respected citizen who was also a Miner patron laid 
the foundation for our association. The man was Harry W. Baals 
who was Fort Wayne's Postmaster from 1922 to 1931. He later was 
elected Mayor and served in that capacity for fourteen years. Mrs. 
Hockett and Mr..Baals are both deceased, but Mrs. Schaefer is still 
living and has attended our Founder's Day observances whenever 
possible. 


Now, I'd like to mention here the official positions held by 
Mrs. Hockett following her initial endeavor at Miner. First, lo- 
cally, and concurrently with her second term President at Miner, 
she served as President of the Fort Wayne Councile From 1928 to 
1930 she was a member of the Roard of Education. In 1930 she was 
elected Vice President of the Indiana Congress of Parents and 
Teachers, and after serving one year in this capacity she was elec- 
ted President for two years.- During her tenure in this office she 
was publisher of the first Indiana Parent Teacher bulletins. 
(Mrs. Hugo Schaefer presented a copy of the No. I issue of the IPT, 
which she treasured highly, to Miner School in 1954.) Mrs. Hockett 
was also President of the National Past Presidents Club which is 
made up of all the states having PTA organizations. On the nation- 
al level she served both on the Board of Publication and Board of 
Memberships 


When Mrs. Hockett died in 1944, an oak tree, which is the PTA 
symbol, was planted in Foster Park as a tribute to her untiring and 
noteworthy efforts in the field of education. This is truly a 
living testimonial to her accomplishments and we, at Miner, have a 
special right to be proud. However, I feel that the best tribute 
that could have been given anyone so diligent is the most obvious 
one of all--the continuing story of successful parent teacher work. 
And we all know that this is Miner's blue ribbon award! 
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The PTA total program has much depth and cannot be summed up 
in a few short sentences. Primarily speaking, our Objects state 
better than anything else I know the scope of PTA endeavor. These 
Objects are the same ones the national organization was founded 
upon in 1898. Anything so stable as these (like the Constitution 
of the U. S) that has survived the forces of a changing world has 
to be good. They are as follows: 


0. Bid) Eo Gees 


To promote the welfare of children and youth» in home, 
school, church, and community. 


To raise the standards of home life. 


To secure adequate laws for the care and protection of 
children and youth. 


To bring into closer relation the home and the school, 
that parents and teachers may cooperate intelligently 
in the training of the child. 


To develop between educators and the general public such 
united efforts as will secure for every child the high- 
est advantages in physical, mental, social, and spirit- 
ual education. 


These Objects, when performed thoughtfully and thoroughly, do 
create in us an active concern for every child. This is the key 
to PTA philosophy, As a result of this deep concern for all child- 
ren and an unselfish willingness to give of our time, good leader- 
ship is born. Miner has had many of its leaders go deeper into 
PTA service on the Council and State levels that has brought honor 
and distinction to the school; but more than that--it has served 
youth! This is the important factor. 


I hasten to add, however, that all leaders must have followers 
to be effective, When I look at the roster of the leader's names 
at Miner, I am acutely aware of the incomplete picture. A Pres- 
ident can only be as effective as her association's helping hands, 
for here is where the HEART of the organization is. Many hundreds 
of names would share the spotlight of the leader's roll if we 
could but list all those who have been the pulse of activity in 
these many years. How can one do honor and justice to them all, 
except to say-- "Well done thou good and faithful servant"! It 
seems so inadequate; and yet, I know, that the personal satis- 
faction each received from his own effort is the only reward really 
necessary. However, if we are looking for rewards here is where 
we will find it: deep in the knowledge that we have helped the 
under-privileged, inspired challenge, develoved character, taught 
integrity, encouraged respect, fostered a desire to learn, pro- 
vided health and safety measures and above all, shared the love 
of children. All of which adds up to a big step forward in world 
brotherhood. 


In the thirty eight years of PTA since we became a part of 
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the national organization, twenty-two presidents have served 
Miner School. Iwo others were elected but moved from the city be- 
fore assuming office. The Presidents and the years they served 
are as follows: 


Mrs, William J. Hockett 1924-26 
Mrs. EUungo Schaefer 1926-28 - 
Mrs. H. Fisher 1928-29 
Mrs, George Seibold 1929-30 
Mrs. Tom Frazell 1930-32 
Mrs. Chauncey Puckley A GYRE E, 
Mrs. Charles Holiben (elected but did not serve) 

Mrs. Ora Goff 1933-36 
Mrs, Ray Leitz (elected but did not serve) 

Mrs. Fred Nye . 1936-38 
Mrs. E., L; Holzworth 1938-40 
Mrs, Nelson McClurg 1940-42 
Mrs. Clinton Baals 1942-44 
Mrs- Victor Bradbury 1944 HG 
Mrs, John Shremser 1946-48 
Mrs, Ira Brawn 1948-50 
Mrs. Walter Parrott 1950-52 
Mrs. John Hendricksen | 1952-54 
Mrs, John Overby / 1954.56 
Mrs, George Knight (served five mo.) 1956-57 
Mrs. Donald Theurer (served nineteen mo.) 1957-58 
Mrs. Russell Scott 1958-60 
Mrs..Paul Wherry 1960-61 
Mrs. Richard Teel 11964Ge 1961-62 


This year marked the 50th Jubilee of the Indiana Congress of 
Parents and Teachers. The two voting delegates, officially repre- 
senting the last voice that Miner School would have at State Con- 
ventions, were Mrs. Richard Teel and Mrs, Clyde Kreigh., Mrs. 
Claude Hughes attended as a non-voting delegate, 


And so the bells toll! Conventions, workshops and conferences 


all over the state will miss the Miner delegation. It was well 
known and respected. 
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PARENT TEACHER OFFICERS 


1952-53 
President - Mrs. Paul Hendrichkss 
Vice-President - Mrs. George Arnold 
Second Vice-President - Mr. James Ummel 
Recording Secretary - Mrs. David Hobrock 
Treasurer - Mr. Raymond Gaskill 
Corresponding Secretary - Mrs. Maurice Kithcart 


1953-54 
President - Mrs, Paul Hendricksen 
Vice-President - Mrs. John Overby 
Second Vice-Pres, - Paul Hendricksen 
Reccerding Secretary - Miss Winifred Moore 
Treasurer - Mrs. Raymond Gaskill 
Corresponding Secretary - Mrs. Marcus Miller 


1954-55 
Presicent - Mrs. John Overby 
Vice-President ~ Mrs. Vincent Wells 
Second Vice-President - Mr. John Overby 
Recording Secretary - Mrs. Esther Sears 
Treasurer - Mrs. Marcus Miller 
Corresponding Secretary - Mrs. Walter Spangle 


1955-56 
President - Mrs. John Overby 
Vice-President - Mrs. George Knight 
Second Vice-President - Mr. John Overby 
Recording Secretary - Mrs. Esther Sears 
Treasurer ~- Mrs. John Gross 
Corresponding Secretary - Mrs. Elmer Barcus 


1956-57 
President - Mrs. George Knight 
Vice-President - Mrs. Donald Theurer 
Second Vice-President - Mr. George Knight 
Recording Secretary - Mrs. Morrow Cook 
Treasurer - Mrs. John Gross 
Corresponding Secretary - Mrs. Elmer Barcus 


1957-58 
President - Mrs. Donald Theurer 
Vice-President - Mrs. Russell Scott 
Second Vice-President - Mr. Donaid Theurer 
Recording Secretary - Mrs. Morrow Cook 
reasurez ~- Mrs. Robert Gillie 
Corresponding Secretary - Mrs. Kenneth Place 
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PARENT TEACHER OFFICERS - CONTINUED 


1958-59 
President - Mrs, Russell Scott 
Vice-President —- Mrs. Homer Long 
Second Vice-President - Mis. Wayne Yrchard 
Recerding Secretary - Mrs. James Hennon 
Treasurer - Mrs. Robert Gillie 
Corresponding Secretary - Mrs. C. W. Szydlowski 


1959-60 
President - Mrs, xussell Scott 
Vice-President ~ Mrs, Max Scott 
Second Vice-President ~ Mrs. Robert Wilson 
Recording Secretary - Mrs, James Hennon 
Treasurer -— Mrs. Martin Houser 
Corresponding Secretary - Mrs. Paul Wherry 


1960-61 
President - Mrs. Paul Wherry 
Vice-President - Mrs. Howard Pepple 
Second Vice-President - Mrs. Donald Krewson 
Recording Secretary - Mrs. Russell Krauhs 
: Treasurer - Mrs. Roy Edgar 
Corresponding Secretary - Mrs. Robert Gillie 


1961-62 
President - Mrs. Richard Teel 
Vice-President - Mrs. Donaid Krewson 
Second Vice President - Mrs. Clyde Kreigh 
Recording Secretary - Mrs. Russell Krauhs 
Treasurer - Mes. Roy Edear 
Corresoonding Secretary - Mrs. Claude Hughes 


Part 2 -~ of PTA: Material Contributions to School 


Miner patrons have traditionally been willing to walk the 
extra mile for adding just a little something svecial to the bare 
essentials provided by the school board. Many enjoyable features 
have been added to the school to enhance the children's classroom 
experiences. A number of office machines and like equipment to 
facilitate the work of the faculty has been installed. Also many 
facilities to enable us to enjoy the fellowship of a social hour 
have been provided by the PTA, 


PTA is fundamentally a non-profit organization, so fund rais- 
ing should never be of primary importance. However, we know that 
all organizations must have funds to provide the "wherewithal" for 
operating expenses, In the early years of PTA, the operating budg- 
ets were relatively small and fund raising projects fewe Actually, 
this is not what I want to say at all. Even though the amount of 
money needed was relatively small, often it took many projects 
over the year to raise that amount. In recent years, however, the 
projects have been reduced to one or two big concentrated efforts 
with an all out avproach. This has proved very successful. Family 
fun nights, or a carnival type endeavor, has been the one most used 
at Miner. 


Over a thirty-five year span vrofits from these various fund 
raising events have varied from $50 to over $1,000 in recent years. 
In the depression years extra dimes for anything short of dire need 
were practically nil. During the war years with the high cost of 
living, everyone was urged to spend cautiously and to divert extra 
money into defense bondse So during these veriods it was most dif- 
ficult to raise funds for school purposes. I mention this only to 
give a fair picture of the entire span of time covered by this his- 
tory. The effort has always been commendable and the results were 
also, but the economic period must be considered to make the pic- 
ture rational. For instance, the story of raising $300 for the 
Foley Library is a very poignant example of this. You will remem- 
ber the details of this as mentioned in a previous chapter. To 
get the $300 in one short year was a mountainous task. In the 
last year or so we have been able to net $1000 in one carnival 
event. Please do not misunderstand me, for I am not trying to min- 
imize the efforts of anyone, The total picture is what I am aiming 
to present. 


There has always been a deep concern by Miner patrons to fur- 
nish some of the things that would add to the usefulness of our 
school, when it was not possible for the school board to appropri- 
ate funds for these items, As one Principal put—"It eimply meant 
the difference between whethor we wanted the things now and were 
willing to provide the money for them; or, patiently wait until 
the Board could comply with our requests--knowing that some of them 
would never be considered." 


I hesitate to compile a list of the things contributed to the 
school by PTA projects, In the first place I can't possibly item- 
ize them all. Secondly, if I fail to mention some project for a 


particular year, the feeling might result that it was not considere. 
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ed important. This, of course, is not true. Every contribution 
made in the name of PTA toward the enrichment of the total school 
program is most worthwhile no matter how small or large, expensive 
or inexpensive. Here again, I feel the important thing--the really 
important thing!--is that the provision was made when the need pre- 
sented itself. The contributions tell a story: We cared so we 
shared! 


To say, or even imply, that every contribution to the school 
met with unanimous approval of the parent group would surely mis- 
represent the truth. Controversy is the natural result of many 
expressed views and opinions, and because we are human, we are all 
endowed with varying interpretations of values. But in the final 
analysis, as in all democratic procedures, the views of the major- 
ity are the accepted ones. Whether the choices made were wise or 
unwise is strictly a matter of opinion, even now. However, as we 
sean a partia’ list of the contributions made, we can't help but 
get a feeling cf pride in the effort extended to help Miner keep 
pace in a changing world. 


Following *s a list--not in chronological order--of some of 
the contributions made by PTA to the school. It is by no means 
complete, but it is indicative of our concern. 


Public address system 
Duplicating machine 
Electric adding machine 
Tape recorder 
Record players, records 
Strip film projector and filmstrips 
Sound motion victure projector 
Refrigerator, stove, dishes 
Silverware, automatic coffee urns 
. Asphalt topping for playground 
: Stage curtains and backdrop 
Auditorium drapes 
$50 sustaining fund for library (annual) 
$1,000 worth of good books for Library 
Professional type disc recorder 
Radio-phonograph combination 
Individual radios for classrooms 
Television set (portable) 
80 gallon hot water heater 
Safety patrol rain wear - coats and hats. 
Basketball uniforms 
Opaque projector 
AM and FM office radio 
Portable movie screen 
Drapes and furnishings for teachers lounge 
File cabinets for each classroom 
Science equipment 
$10 allowance annually to each teacher for supplies 
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At the close of this school year after all expenses have been 
met and the books are closed forever with a final audit, the funds 
remaining in the treasury will be distributed in the following man- 
ner. This is the official resolution adopted by the PTA membership 
which feels that in it is incorvorated the most fair distribution 
of the balance on hand. 


The Miner Parent Teacher Executive Committee, realizing the 
importance of a fair and equitable distribution of the unen- 
cumbered funds which the Miner Parent Teacher Association 
might have at the time of Miner School's abandonment; feel- 
ing that the money was raised through the joint efforts of 
all parents. past and present, for the benefit and welfare 

of all children of the school, does make the following recom- 
mendatio.. 


That ail monies remaining in the Miner P.T.A. treasury, after 
all ovligations are met, be distributed as follows: 


$200.00 “i. scholarshiv) be given to the State >.T.A. Scholar- 
ship Fund to be used for aiding future teachers in further- 
ing their education. 


That the balance of the money be distributed on a percentage 
basis (1 pupil - 1 share) in this mamer: 


Since it is customary for feeder schools to send a contri- 
bution to a new P.T.A. which is being established in a new 
school (The size of this contribution usually based upon 
the number of pupils being sent the new school) we wish 

to make up for an oversite in courtesy which inadvertently 
occurred when we forgot to send a gift to the new Portage 
Junior high School last year. We sent seven pupils there 
last year. So they should have $. which repre- 
sents seven shares. 


That the New Fairfield Junior High School Parent Teacher 
Association shall be given $ which represents the 
amount equivalent to Lo pupil shares. (This is the 
number of pupils which were enrolled in the new Fairfield 
Junior High from Miner in the fall of 1962.) 


That Portage Junior High School Farent Teacher Association 
be given $ which represents the Brae PDA 
shares from the oupils signed up from Miner School in the 
fait “ot 1962. 


That Washington (city) School Parent Teacher Association be 
given > for the 38 former Miner pupils en- 
rolled there in the fall of 1962. 


That the South Wayne Parent Teacher Association be sent 


> to represent the 92 former Miner pupils 
received in the fall of 1962. 
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That the Hoagland Parent Teacher Association be given 
_to represent the 178 pupil shares 
for the pupils enrolled in the fall of 1962. 
That the Study Parent Teacher Association be sent $ 
to represent the __ 24 former Miner puvils received in 
the fall of 1962-63 
The total amount to be divided among the above schools is $ e 


There were a total of 384 pupil shares. 
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Part 3 -- Other Asvects of PTA Activity 


Leadership, fellowship, friendship, study, service and just 
plain fun are all synonomous with PTA, and you almost can't sepa- 
rate one from the other at Miner. A ready participation for what~ 
ever the moment demanded was available. 


One of the recent (last: 10 years) endeavors promoted by Miner 
PTA-ers is the State Scholarship Program. Recognizing the need to 
help college students realize their ambitions to become teachers, 
the program offers financial aid in the amount of $200 to juniors 
or seniors in college who might be tempted to lose sight of their 
goals because of money problems. Often attracted by better paying 
jobs requiring less education prospective teachers are sometimes 
lost to the profession when a lack of funds prevents the completion 
of earning their degree. Local PTA units contribute to a Council 
Scholarship Chairman who in turn sends the funds to the State Chair- 
mane The number of scholarships awarded is proportionate to the 
amount of money contributed in any one year. Applicants are chosen 
by a Scholarship Committee from students majoring in education at 
one of the following colleges: Indiana University, Purdue, Indiana 
State Teachers College or Muncie Ball State. This year's contri- 
butions will provide 69 scholarships. 


Miner, one of the first schools to include a specific an- 
nual contribution to this fund in their budget began by earmark- 
ing $5.00 per year for this purpose, It has since been increased 
to $15.00, However, in addition to the budgeted amount, since 
1958 an annual sweet-sale has provided extra funds for this worthy 
cause. So in the last several years upwards of $50.00 has been 
sent in--a very excellent record, As noted in the distribution 
of whatever funds are left in the treasury at the end of the 
school year, there is one full scholarship ($200) provided for at 
this time. 


PTA has always provided personnel for various and sundry en- 
deavors either school-sponsored or coordinated with other groups. 
The city-wide annual flower show, which for many years was one 
of the first PTA activities each fall, was abandoned in 1958, 
After the display was moved to the Coliseum, it became a very 
controversial program, and finally was dropped as a Council- 
sponsored event. The Park Board, which had furnished the plants 
and seeds for the program, still cooperated with schools wishing 
to have their own flower show in the falle Miner was one of these 
schools continuing in this manner. 


Service-wise, Miner contributed countless man-hours to civic 
and community efforts. Several of these stand out as extra spe- 
cial services. The rationing program of World War II has already 
been mentioned as well as the Registration of young men in accord 
with Selective Service Act. When a test program pioneering the 
vaccination against Polio by Salk Vaccine, was set up, medical 
men working with the assistance of many PTA mothers accomplished 
the mass inoculation of a great number of children. Also in the 
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annual Mother's March on Polio, PTA has always furnished much of 
the personnel. ; 


Bicycle licensing, a much controversial subject among our 
city-fathers as to the procedure of accomplishing this great task, 
was finally introduced into the schools for aid in getting this 
done each year. Again PIA mothers have given invaluable assistance. 


The annual Halloween’ parties, at first a cooperative effort 
between merchants, the City Park Board and the schools, has re- 
cently become a controversial event. When first organized, the 
Jaycees collected the treats furnished by merchants who recognized 
the worth of planned and chaperoned activity on the night when 
pranks and mischief was often costly to them. After many success- 
ful parties, the Jaycees found it increasingly difficult to solicit 
treats from reluctant merchants, and finally dropped their part 
of the joint-endeavor. In recent years the brunt of the responsi- 
bility has fallen to the schools and PTA has shouldered this ac- 
tivity with help and direction from the Park Board. ‘Some schools 
do not actively participate in this program any more but Miner still 
did and the 1961 party was a big success. As in many endeavors 
such as this, the worth of the effort was regarded first--the work 
and money involved was considered last. No wonder Miner has earned 
the reputation of a friendly school. 


Well many many more instances of service and goodwill could 
be mentioned here-sonly space and time hinder it. Perhaps some 
of them will be brought to mind in the last pages of this history 
when we review events that have not been mentioned elsewhere but 
lend a nostalgic air to our doings at Miner. 
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Part 4 -- Parent Education Groups 


The Parent Education Group -- at first a single unit -- was 
organized in 1932 when Mrs. Ora Goff was PTA President, In the 
foundation laid by careful planning and diligent work, she had 
invaluable assistance from Miss Mable Holland, Elementary Educa- 
tion Supervisor, in the public schools for many years. Origin- 
ally the group sought to aid parents who had youngsters in school 
to better understand and more ably solve their problems. Miner 
was one of the early groups to recognize the value of discussion 
therapy. It was not long, however, before it became clear that 
discussion groap aid for parents of pre-school children was 
vitally needed. So in the fall of 1933 the Pre-school group be- 
came a separate unit. Although it was not the first comparabie 
group in the city. nevertheless it has the distinction of being 
one of the early grovpse Both Study Group and Pre-school have 
enjoyed active memberships and have achieved much in their aims 
to improve parenthood responsibilities. 


Before reviewing a brief resume of each of the two study 
groups, I'd like to mention here that the death of Miss Holland 
in the spring of this year (1962) was mourned by many of her 
friends of long standing at Miner. Mr. Bailey and Mr. Rice both 
having served as Principals at Miner were two of the active pall- 
bearers for her final rites. She had retired from her position 
with the public school system several years ago but remained a 
strong advocate and friend of education. She served for awhile 
as Supervisor of Student Teaching at Saint Francis College, fol- 
lowing her retirement from the Fort Wayne Community Schools. 


She was a very close friend of Miss Foley's and furnished 
much of the information about Miss Foley's personal life and 
philanthropic interests which are written about in the first his- 
tory of Miner School, Miss Holland's deep interest in Miner was 
without restraint. She loved the youngsters in the school and 
enjoyed working with the parent group. She often mentioned the 
school as a pet of hers because of the willingness of the people 
to try new ideas and share in their experiences. It seems a bit 
ironic that the demise of Miner follows so closely. the death of 
this beloved friend. 


Both Parent-Education Groups have rich and colorful histories. 
As might be expected, with but few exceptions, the back-bone of 
PTA supplied the membership for these groups. More often than not 
those belonging to Pre-school also became a member of study group 
after their children entered school. We cannot detail much of 
their experiences but we shall differentiate between the two organ- 
izatiorls purposes and service areas. And, too, we would like to 
name the people who held the leadership positions, but emphasizing 
the fact again that the leaders were always first to declare that 
success of group activity was dave to totrl cocperative effort and 
friendly views. 
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PRE-SCHOOL STUDY GROUP 


As the name implies, the Pre-school Study Group concerned it- 
self with the family life of the child before he enters school. 
It stresses parent-child relationships rather than school-child 
relationships. The group held monthly meetings in the homes of 
the members during evening hours. It was felt in the beginning 
that this best suited the needs of the mothers comprising the 
membershio. One of the specific differences between this and the 
Study Group was that only mothers belonged to this organization. 


Through recommended reading programs, demonstrations, dis- 
cussions, lectures etc. the group hoped to provide useful infor- 
mation enabling the parent to teach children the values of get- 
ting along in a society, adjusting to supervision, sharing ex- 
periences as well as material things, and many other problems 
peculiar not just to one family but more or less common to the 
average family. Occasionally the unusual problems attacked, but 
for the most part the common everyday approach to good family 
relationshivs was their main area of study. 


Originally, a 25¢ dues was imposed on each member and this 
helped provide a $50.00 gift to the kindergarten each year. It 
was not set up as a money making organization but they were inter- 
ested in good equipment or materials for use in the kindergarten, 
and directed their efforts to this end. As all school interested 
veople know, kindergartens receive no aid from the state. Many 
attempts have been made to pass laws providing such aid, but so 
far all State Legislatures have turned thumbs down on all such 
bills introduced to date in this regard. Consequently, kinder- 
gartens aré supported by local school coroorations only and inter- 
ested personnel and patrons. 


‘In the middle 1940's PTA Council stressed the fact that Pre- 
school and Study Groups were sub-divisions of PTA and should net 
impose separate dues on members. In other words, anyone becoming 
a paid member of PTA automatically were members in either one or 
both of the study groups if he cared to belong. Miner mothers 
were reluctant to change théir policy: of charging the nominal dues 
of 25¢ because they wished to retain the $50.00 annual project 
which you just read about. Consequently, they withdrew from the 
Council Pre-school group and have maintained an independent organ- 
{zation since; although, they still varticipate in the accepted 
endeavors of Pre-school group activity such as Orientation day, 
pre-school surveys etc. Many items of educational toys and equip- 
ment have been provided by funds furnished by this group for 
Miner's kindergarten. These include dolls, clothes, bedding, 
trucks, books, supplies and many varied items to enhance the 
learning experiences of our kindergartners. In recent years an 
fice cream social each fall svonsored by Pre-school provided 
extra funds for kindergarten assistance. One year a total of 
$125.00 was given to this cause. 
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Orientation Day, formerly called "Kindergarten Day Breakfast" 
was held in May of each year. Parents having children to be en- 
rolled in school in the fall were invited to attend. Breakfast 
rolls and coffee were served and a get-acquainted hour preceded a 
demonstration by the present kindergarten children, followed by 
an informative talk regarding the aims of the kindergarten vrograme 


A number of years ago an event called "Summer Round-up" com- 
bined schools in a given area and children to be enrolled in kin- 
dergarten that year were taken to the specified school at a sche- 
duled time for a physical check up. School doctors and dentists 
made quick, on-the-spot checks, While this was a big step forward 
in the health conditions of our kindergarten folks, nevertheless, 
the program was not felt adequate. In many instances the examina- 
tion was not thorough enough to serve the best purpose. Frequently, 
referrals to family doctors were necessary anyway, so in recent 
years a much more satisfactory procedure has been instituted, 
Blanks regarding the child's history of inoculations, vaccinations, 
childhood diseases, impairments etc. were mailed to the parents in 
advance of Orientation Day. The blanks were filled in by the par- 
ents as to birth records etc. and then completed by the family 
physician. The blanks were returned to the school for records of 
enrollment on Orientation Day, This was found highly successful 
in most school areas. Pre-school members assisted with Orientation 
Day by welcoming the parents, making them feel at ease, introducing 
them to other parents, serving the breakfast, and giving whatever 
assistance was needed in helping with the enrollment. 


While this does not concern Pre-school particularly, but does 
concern the Kindergarten program, I would like to mention here the 
role of the Kindergarten Assistant. Several years ago a need was 
recognized to relieve teachers of some of the responsibilities 
that absorbed precious time from teaching duties. In many areas 
experiments were being conducted where mothers were being employed 
to take care of these time consuming tasks, A special need was 
recognized with regard to Kinérgarten teachers, since often the 
self-help training of kindergartners is limited, to say the least. 
With classes unusually large in number (enrollment of 80 or more) 
it was found that the assistant could help with the story hour, 
simple art work, self-help instruction such as mastering boots, 
tying shoes etc., the banking program, attendance records, rythris, 
finger-plays, etc. The person did not need to be a licensed 
teacher but of course had to be competent with children. 


Miner was one of four schools in Fort Wayne needing the ser- 
vices of such an individual and, at first, Rychie Smell doubled 
as Kindergarten Assistant and School Secretary. When she was 
transferred to another secretarial post, one of our own PTA 
mothers was interviewed for the position. Her natural ability for 
understanding children and her kind, patient manner with them 
endeared her to the hearts of our youngest school members and 
their mothers as well. This mother is Mrs. Donald Theurer, a past- 
president of PTA and a loyal and devoted patron of Miner School 
even though the family has moved into another school district. 
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Pre-school chairmen served for a term of one year. Begin- 
ning in 1933 when the organization became a separate unit, the 
following mothers have served in turn through the present 1961- 
62 school year: 


Mrs. Ray Leitz Mrs. Walter Parrott 
Mrs, Harry Hackett © Mrs. Henry Wilson 
Mrs, Harold Elwood Mrs. Harry Reinking 
Mrs. Leslie Swank Mrs. Melvin Arnold 
Mrs, Wayne Young Mrs, Lewis Kester 
Mrs. Chauncey Buckley Mrs. Arthur Hughes 
Mes, ”, I. Campbell Mrs. Walter Barnes 
Mrs, Walter Possell Mrs. Vez Siagle 
Mrs. H, Wilcox Mrs, Homer Loag 
Mrs. Earl Souers Mrs. Robert Wilson 
Mrs. J. &. Bennett Mrs. Mex Seott 

Mrs. Darwin Grodrian Mrs. Donald Krewson 
Mrs. Cecil Tarney Mrs. Dcnald Morgan 
Mrs. Dale Hiler Mrs, Harold Jacoby 


Because of the informality enjoyed by meeting in the homes, 
a unique fellowship was shared by this grovp. Long after their 
children were past the pre-school age, mary members retained an 
active interest, Some of them who had children in parochial 
schools (after the kindergarten year) remained active in the 
organization. Life long friendships were established in this 
group that will endure many years after Miner has been abandoned, 
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PRs SCHOOL GROUP OFFICERS 


1952-53 


President - Anne Overby 
Vice-President - Marguerite Hughes 
Secretary - Imogene Slagle 
Treasurer - Helen Hughes 


1954-55 


President ~- Mary Barnes 
Vice-President - Imogene Slagle 
Secretary - Kathleen Long 
Treasurer - Madge Hetrick 


1956-57 
President - Kathleen Long 
Vice-President - Virginia Wilson 


Secretary - Edrie Scott 
Treasurer - Mary Ann Brookhart 


1958-59 


President - Edrie Scott 


Vice-President - Mary Ann Brookhart 


Secretary - Marjorie Weick 
Treasurer - Evelyn Teel 


1960-61 


President ~ Hildegard Morgan 
Vice-President - Barbara Gillie 
Secretary - Dorothy Shifley 
Treasurer - Edrie Scott 


1953-54 


President - Marguerite Hughes 
Vice-President - Mary Bames 
Secretary - Virginia Wilson 
Treasurer - Mary Hawkins 


1955-56 


President - Imogene Slagle 
Vice-President - Kathleen Long 
Secretary - Ruby Ausdren 
Treasurer - Irene Benanti 


1957-58 


President - Virginia Wilson 
Vice-President - Edrie Scott 


- Secretary - Mary Ann Brookhart 


Treasurer - Bea Orchard 


1959-60 


President - Elizabeth Krewson 
Vice-President - Hildegard Morgan 
Secretary - Barbara Gillie 
Treasurer - Joan Cook 


1961-62 


President - Louise Jacoby 
Vice-President - Imogene Slagle 
Secretary - Margaret Smith 
Treasurer = Margaret Smith 
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STUDY GROUP 


The Miner School Study Group membership was comprised of any 
interested parent (mother and or father) who was a paid member of 
PTA, As indicated, it encouraged parent education by exploring and 
developing school-home-child relationships. Many qualified pro- 
fessional people in all walks of life helped bring about better 
understanding of children's problems. Often, just hearing and 
sharing the problems of other households compared to those in our 
own home brought out a broader view and clearer perspective by the 
Simple revelation that ours were not isolated cases, lectures, 
demonstrations, recommended reading, audio-visual aids, and dis- 
cussion therapy were mediums used to benefit the varent in establish- 
ing good family relationshivs with the school. 


The following mothers served as Chairmen for Study Group for 
one year terms from its inception until the present schoci year 
which closes the book and writes "finis" to an unexcelled interested 
parent group anywhere in the history of schools. 


Mrs, George Seibold Mrs, Lester Beck 

Mrs. H., Clibon Mrs, Everett Tschantz 
Mrs. Elmer Rhinehold | Mrs. Ernest Harris 
Mrs. Guildford Plummer Mrs, Carlyle Seibert 
Mrs, Ora Goff Mrs. Chase Robinette 
Mrs, Fred Nye Mrs. Elmer Barcus 
Mrs. Chauncey Buckley Mrs, Frances Swank 
Mrs, hubert Steinbacher Mrs, Frank Podenahorn 
Mrs. Robert Kerr Mrs, Darwin Grodrian 
Mrs. Simmons Mrs. Vincent Wells 
Mrs. Mike Kessler Mrs; Raymond Conn 
Mrs. Wayne Morrill Mrs. Claude Hughes 
Mrs. Maurice Kithcart Mrs, Richard Teel 
Mrs, Harold Fletter Mrs. Robert Felton 


As with Pre-school Group, this was not a money making organ-~ 
4{zation. However because of the philanthropic drive that seemed 
so much a part of Miner patrons, little money making schemes were 
used to provide the necessary funds for really wortinrhile projects. 
Often personal donations provided ample money to carry out their 
endeavors. . 


At one time mental patients at Richmond, who were severed 
of any family concerns whatever, were "adopted" by our Study Group 
for a remembrances at Christmas time, birthdays etc. This was a 
result of a versonal effort on the part of Mrs. Dorothy Gardner, 
a State Senator from Fort Wayne, to improve the status of our men- 
tal hospital inmates. Each member was given a name and guidance 
as to the kinds of gifts accevtable. 


In 1951 and for five years thereafter, an annual day in a 
regular school was provided for the physically handicapped child-~ 
ren of Hanna Homestead, With the help of the personnel of Hanna 
Homestead under the capable leadership of Miss Marian Robinette, 
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a full and exciting day was planned for these dear little friends - 
Visits to classrooms, special acts of entertainment, a hot noon 
meal and souvenir favors were the anticipated joys looked forward 
to each spring as near to the Easter season as could be incorpor- 
ated in to the school program. Miner fathers were on hand to help 
transport those in wheel chairs up and down stairs, mothers as- 
sisted those on crutches or in braces wherever help was necessarye 


When the day ended and the last little one was helped into a 
car whisking him away with delightful memories of a very busy day, 
a veritable tidal wave of emotion swept over those who had been 
a part of the project. "But for the grace of God..." was the 
prayer on most lips as we witnessed pure and simple faith in the 
eyes of the handicappede 


In 1957 the Hanna Homestead School moved into quarters tempor- 
arily assigned at the Northcrest School. A year or so later they 
moved into their own special wing at Brentwood. After they became 
a part of a regular school,so-to-speak, there no longer seemed to 
be the need for continuing this annual project at Miner. 


After the discontinuance of this event, the Study Group voted 
to "adopt" two little girls at the Allen County Children's home. 
Birthday and Christmas joys were extended these little friends, 
and again, the happiness of others was a shared experience. 


For the last two years a new volunteer service, that has 
brought happy and meaningful hours to hospitalized children and 
their over-tired, over-anxious mothers, has been the annual pro- 
ject of Study Groupe In cooperation with the pediatric ward of 
the Lutheran Hospital, Study Group mothers have given one after- 
noon each week to play with children in the hospital playroom, 
read or entertain children confined to their rooms, or otherwise 
make the burden a little lighter for the varents of these children 
by sharing the load. 


This is Miner--the real,real deep HEART of Miner. Never have 
we been too busy to help others, -- never too bound by our ow 
needs to be blind to the needs of others, -~ never too poor to 
share crumbs with our neighbors, This was Miner? No wonder we 
weep when we think of it coming to an end and know that hence- 
forth everything will be past tense, 
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STUDY CLUB OFFICERS 
teaatiq potenmerenentrte ten 


“I952- 53 
Chairman - Mary Robinette 
Co-Chairman - Alice Baney 
Secretary, Treasurer - Ruby Ausdan 


! 1953-54 
Chairman -~ Nell Barcus 
Co-Chairman - Frances Swank 
Secretary, Treasurer - Connie Wells 

1954-55 

Chairman - Frances Swank bs 
Co-Chairman - Ignota Bodenhorn’ 
Secretary, Treasurer = - Coleen. Sie Zaha 


1955-56 | 
Chairman - Ignota Bodenhorn 
Co-Chairman - Dorellyn Grodrian 


poorer: ‘Treasurer: - Ruth Brown 


1956-57 - : 
Chairman - Dorellyn Brodttan 
.2 ConChairman - Connie Wells 
“Secretary, Treasurer - Wilhelmina 7g CEs 


1957-- 58 
Chairman - Connie Wells SEER ETS ee acd 
Co-Chairman:+ Joan Conn _ ee 
Secretary, Treasurer - Evelyn Teel 


1958-59 
Chairman - Joan Conn 
Co-Chairman - Helen Hughes 
Secretary, Treasurer - Carolyn Andres 


1959-60 
Chairman - Helen Hughes 
Co-Chairman - Evelyn Teel 
Secretary, Treasurer - Velma Redding © 


1960-61 
Chairman - Evelyn Teel . 
Co-Chairman.- Helen Prindle 


’ Secretary, Treasurer - Doris Holtrey 


1961.-62 
Chairman - Norma Felton 
Co-Chairman’ - Faye Weich 
Secretary, Treasurer - Imogene Slagle 
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Chapter VIII 
A KALEIDOSCOPIC REVIEW OF MINER MEMORIES 


There are so many memories to treasure with regard to our 
little school that to record them with the historical data 
would have produced a giant volume--especially since this 
writer is not known for brevity. 


I thought it might be fun to close this thought-treasury 
about Miner in candid-camera fashion. I will furnish the pic- 
ture thought--you focus the picture. Whether you were a parent, 
teacher or child will determine the development of your picture 
according to your relationship with the following incidents: 


OF COURSE YOU WILL REMEMBER: 
---the lovable laughable characters in the Pais album: 
«Grandma and Grandpa 
eeelthe Bride and Groom 
eselthe Delicate Twins 
eeelthe Boy Scout 
eeesUncle Josh and Aunt Matilda 
ecolthe Sweetheart 
eeolhe Schoolmaster 
eeelthe Bowery Boys 
eeeoquire Doolittle 
gaurnic Old Maid 
eosthe Hired Man and the Hired Girl 
ee othe Baby 
ecolthe Old Family Dee Comat 
ee «sananthy Ann 
eesthe Schoolgirl 
eeelhe director and her cohort in exploiting 
family secrets -- the narrator — 
eeelhe visiting family viewing the family 
album; 


---the happy, contagious mood of the minstrel show; 
---box socials and square dancing enjoyed by PTA-~ers; 


---the unparalleled excitement of Shrine Circus Day; 
e-ethe troublesome permission slips; 
eeethe noisy, crowded buses; 
eeethe enthusiastic, awe-inspired reviews the next day; 


---the delightfully funny antics of school kids when our teachers 
turned back the clocks and were the ornery ones in a classroom 
scene; 


---the poorman's reproduction of the Leaning Tower of setae 


Miner's aeakesiaaks 
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KNOW YOU WILL REMEMBER: 


---the hustle and bustle of preparation for every carnivals 


-=——the 
and 


---the 
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---the 
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the hours of planning; soliciting help and donations; 
epre-ticket sales}; 
eethe smell of freshly popped-corn; 
eeothe icy fingers from selling pop; 
eeedozens and dozens of hot dogs and sloppy joes; 
eeetasty baked beans and such good potato salad; 
eeesuspense of attendance prize drawings; 
eeethe noisy game rooms, prizes, balloons, and funny hats; 
esethe wonderful performances in all the talent shows, 
eeethe terrifying shrieks from the spook-house ; 
eeethe country store and its wonderful bargains ; 
eeethose beautiful cakes, and the fun of the cake walks; 
eeethe mountain of paper and debris gathered up 
in restoring the school to classroom order; 
eeethat good feeling of accomplishment when the - 
net profit was determined ; 


gorgeous figures, beautiful faces, professional hair-do's 
superb gracefulness displayed at the "womanless wedding" 


hours and hours spent collecting, Poeseit iiss arranging 
returning the flower show entries every fall. 
annual Halloween parties held in the schools to lessen 
property damage to businesses and private properties; 
the horrible witches ; 
efunny clowns ; 
eespooky ghosts; 
eeeftierce animals; 
eeebdcautiful princesses ; 
eeefairies and elves; 
eeeStory book characters 3 
eeehomeless hoboes, and 
eeenumerous original costumes. 


need for the development of a good safety program: 

the safety patrol assignments--with a Captain and a 

Lieutenant in the key positions with many helpers; 

ethe fight for the traffic light at Broadway & DeWald 

with its ultimate defeat; 

eethe fight for an Adult Guard at Broadway & DeWald 
with the inception of this program in the Fort Wayne 
Schools-- with the request granted ; 


eeethe fight for a second Adult Guard at Creighton and 


Miner with this request being granted in 1960-61; 
eeethe stress on all safety measures emphasizing good 
playing habits, refusal to accept treats and/or 

rides with strangers etc. 


Ea3e 


YOU CAN'T POSSIBLY FORGET: 


---the publishing of the first history of Miner School in 1952 
-eetitled "ON COMMON GROUND" 
«eeThe price of $1000 quoted for publishing 100 cepies; 
«eethe apparent (tho! not actually considered) need for 
mortgaging the school to publish its history; 
eeethe ultimate decision of the PTA to publish it themselves 
by mimeograph; 
eeethe big job of stenciling by the school clerk and the 
reams of paper needed for 100 copies; 
esethe assembly of it; (how some priges got in upside 
down and backwards we'll never know! 
eeethe day of dedication on Founders Day---1952 
esethe 2nd edition of 50 copies followed 


---And now we're doing it againltt! 


---the fact-filled, fun safaris of instructional sessions for 
PTA leadership; 
eeeAnnual Conventions of Indiana Congress of Parents & Teachers; 
eeeRegional Conferences; ; 
eesinformatica Conferences (later called School of Instruction) 
eeelegislation Workshops; 
eeectudy Group Workshops, 
e-eindiana University Leadership Training Workshop; 


---the tremendous sharing of the work-laajin the behind-the- 
scenes preparation for PTA Convention when held in Fort Wayne; 


---varied types of programs (from the ridiculous to the sublime) 
paying tribute to Past Presidents on Founders Day: 
es elwenty-questions ; 
eeelt Could Be You; 
eeeA look into a PTA President's nates 
»- candlelighting Ceremony and Medallion presentation; 


---the demonstrations given = classes at PTA meetings--with the 
performing class usually winning the room attendance awards 
for the most parents present; ; 


---the willingness of Miner mothers to wage the war against Polio: 
eeethe annual "Mother's March on Polio"; 
eseaiding the families of two Miner boys stricken with Polio, 
Chuck Burlage and Billy Crothers, 
eeehelping medical men and consoling frightened youngsters 
in the mass experimental program of vaccination with the 
discovery of Salk Vaccine; 


---the joyful reunion of friends after summer vacation, and the 
difficult adjustment to routine classwork; 
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«--—the fellowship and friendship shared in many ways: 
eeethe ice-cream social each fall; 
eeothe Study Group COME-AS-YOU-ARE breakfasts; 
esecountless numbers of cookies baked and donated by room 
mothers for all sorts of occasions; 
eeethe unknown investment that Miner mothers have made in 
foreign lands by the vast amount of coffee served over 
the years; 
eeethe home-made candies, cakes and remembrances for 
special occasions. 


THESE HAVE SPECIAL MEMORIES FOR SOME: 


---the sixth grade recognition ceremonies and awards 
eeefor scholastic achievement; 
eeetor perfect attendance; 
eeeparticipation in sports; 
eeeaffiliation with the music program (Band or Chorus); 
eeeSpelling bee winners; 


---the Scouting Program: 
eeeBoy Scout Troop 11 
eeectb Scout Pack 3011 
eeeGirl Scout Troop 
«+eBrownie Troops 
eeeocoutmasters and Den Mothers: 
eeeGirl Scout and Brownie Leaders; 
eeoflag ceremonies; induction rites; fly-up ceremonies; 
Jamborees; camporees; Klondike Derbies; Operations 
Deep-freeze; Big-Island; Camp Ella J. logan; 


---skating parties; bowling partics; splash parties; picnics; 


---intra-and inter-mural sports; 
eeerelays; basketball; softball; track events; dodge ball}; 
captain ball; 


---physical education field day; 
eesboys events; girls events; drills; mass calisthentics; 


---art displays; science projects; craft classes 
---and many, many, many more!! 


Of course I am the first to know that as soon as these pages 
are scanned, someone will wonder why "such and such event" was not 
mentioned. Let me say here that I have tried to get in a smidgin 
of every phase of school activity. As we read these picture 
thoughts, 1 feel that long and personally detailed mental film 
striovs can be developed by each one of us merely through the as- 
sociation of one thought to another activity. The murals left 
in the wake of this continuous presentation of activity can be 
summed up very simply--they tell the story of life. 
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A school without people is nothing! It is but an organized 
heap of bricks and mortar, steel and lumber, windows and doorse 
The act of sharing is the HART of the schoole Whether we are 
children, parents, teachers, community businessmen, friends, 
neighbors, or even, unwilling taxpayers, we all have a vital role 
in the life of a school. And Miner has enjoyed to the fullest 
extent possible, a full and happy life. 


What finer tribute can be paid, than to look back in reflec- 
tion and relive some of the precious moments that made our lives 
a little more meaningful because of the association we have to- 
gethere 
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Chapter IX 


An Evalyation of Seventy-five Years: 
A Tribute and A Challenge 


Common people, walking on common ground and interested in a 
common cause, inspired the writing of a school history back in 1952. 
The people lived in this community. They were neither rich nor 
poor--a middle-class dominated in everything. The school was Miner-- 
sixty-five years old. unpretentious and considered by some an eye- 
sore to the community because of its leaning smokestack. The com- 
mon cause was working for a friendly school with a good education- 
al programe. Somehow, the physical defects of the building were so 
obscured by a living, breathing quality it possessed that the de- 
cline of the structure was relatively unnoticed. That quality 
was HEART. 


The school was widely known for its friendliness; not just 
in the community but throughout the city and even the state, It 
was an exemplary unit of parent-participation programs. The 
teacher-parent-child relationship was good. There was a sharing 
of ideas, interests, needs and achievements that was more than a 
little unique. Cooperation had been the key word to success for 
many years. The viilirgness to walk that extra mile to achieve 
that which we feit iimpcrcsant seemed almost contagious to our 
people. The wiiole atmosphere seemed to inspire the recording 
of things thet were near anc dear to our hearts, And so, in 1952, 
"ON COMMON GROUNDS" was written. It was established at that time 
that the school was in fairly good repair and would probably con- 
tinue to serve the community for many years to come. We know now 
that her days are numbered; consequently, we are again concerned 
with preserving some of our rich and colorful background and re- 
cent endeavors. 


Ten years and approximately 4000 children after the previous 
history was written, we still cherish the existing HEART of the 
school; but we are taking a different view of the old building. 
Many of its inadequacies are shouting loud and clear-~heating and 
ventilation problems, lighting, plumbing and sanitation needs and 
numerous problems that cannot be regarded as even tolerable in 
this age of improved standards of living. Even the most sentix: 
mental of us must face the fact that Miner has outlived its use- 
fulness as a school. 


A new and critical view of schools, both as to the physical 
plant and the educational opportunities offered, is the outgrowth 
of some world-shaking events that have occurred in the last ten 
years, These historical events, pioneering the space ags cf the 
world, had a protound effect on school systens Shroughous vhe 


e 


nation. The results merit mie than a nassing glance v. the future. 


a 
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* The last ten years has given us an average enrclinent of 390 pupils, 
The highest enrollment in the life of the school was registered this 
past year at 439. 
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The fact that Miner will cease to exist as a.school is one 
of the resulting changes of the new look. One of the main concerns 
of our people seems to reflect the feeling that Miner will lose its 
identity when these changes are complete. And true it is, but is 
this not typical of progress? Tradition must give way to progress 
or we would be hopelessly crippled to the needs of keeping pace 
with a changing world. 


This does not mean that the quality of HEART must wither and 
die. Actually it could be the source of nourishment that could 
produce a much improved stock. Just as the roots of some plants 
multiply and stifle their own growth unless divided and replanted, 
so can the tap roots we have established here at Miner. Here is 
a real opportunity for us, as we are divided, to transplant our- 
selves in the soil of different school environments and nurture 
carefully the same quality of HEART that has given Miner such a 
rich heritage. Perhaps we will have to remind ourselves often 
that we are not transplanting the whole school as a way of life. 
How we promote growth and development in our respective schools 
in the future, instead of becoming root-—bougd to the traditions 
of the old, will depend entirely on how we mentally adapt to 
the change. The writer believes that here is where the quality 
of HEART will be our biggest asset--if we will let it. 


Lowell wrote in his "PRESENT CRISIS" the following words 
which surely express our needs today: 


"New occasions teach new duties, 
Time makes ancient good uncouth; 
They must upward still and onward, 
Who would keep abreast of truth." 


Happy memories to all! 


~- THE END - 
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